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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ASMARA 001 14 100933Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 DHA-02 
/068 W 

100946Z 121961/22 

R 100905Z FEB 77 
FM AMCONSUL ASMARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4365 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
INFO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON 
COMNAVTELCOM WASHDC 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN 
COMIDEASTFOR 
NAVCOMMUNIT ASMARA 
NAVCOMMSTA NEA MAKRI 
CNO WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL ASMARA 0114 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: UNREST AND DEFECTIONS WITHIN THE ETHIOPIAN NAVY 

REF: (A) ASMARA 0028 (DTG 1405 15Z JAN 77)(NOTAL), (B) USDAO 
ADDIS ABABA ETH 010630Z FEB 77 (NOTAL), (C) ASMARA 0080 
(NOTAL) 

1 . THE CONGEN HAS RECEIVED AN UNCONFIRMED REPORT THAT THE ETHIOPIAN 
NAVY (EN) PERSONNEL ARE DISCONTENTED IN THE WAKE OF BOTH THE 
ASSASSINATION OF DIRG MEMBER PETTY OFFICER MIKAEL ASKEDOM (REF 

C) AND THE RECENT PURGE OF KEY MEMBERS OF THE DIRG IN ADDIS. 

THIS REPORT ALSO CONFIRMS THE SINKING OF AN EN PATROL CRAFT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ASMARA 001 14 100933Z 

FROM MASSAWA IN LATE JANUARY BY THE ETHIOPIAN AIR FORCE (EAF) 

AS THE CREW WAS APPARENTLY DEFECTING TO SOMALIA. 

2. THE CURRENT UNREST HAS BEEN MANIFESTED BY DEFECTION OF SEVERAL 
SAILORS FROM THE EN BASE AT MASSAWA. MORE IMPORTANTLY THE REPORT 
CLAIMS THAT ANOTHER EN PATROL CRAFT WITH 13 SAILORS ABOARD LEFT 
MASSAWA ON ROUTINE PATROL AND SUBSEQUENTLY DISAPPEARED. WHEN THE 
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CRAFT FAILED TO RESPOND TO REPEATED RADIO CHECKS, EAL AIRCRAFT 
AND HELICOPTERS CONDUCTED AN EXTENSIVE SEARCH BUT DID NOT LOCATE 
THE CRAFT. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE REPORT CONCERNING THE 
UNREST WITHIN EN RANKS APPEARS CREDIBLE, DETAILS ARE AS YET 
UNCONFIRMED. 

4. FOR ADDIS: REQUEST ANY INFORMATION EMBASSY MAY OBTAIN ON 
SUBJECT OF DEFECTION OF PATROL CRAFT CREW. 

SLUTZ 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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